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that were available in ancient times. As for aero-
dynamic data for the design, I know two outstanding
aeronautical engineers, with fine intuitive abilities, who
developed excellent air-foil sections, and main body
shapes, using small glider models weighing about one
pound. Launching these models, and comparing the
character and distance of the glide from a given alti-
tude, they succeeded in developing some outstanding
and efficient air-foil sections. Such procedure would
have been just as feasible at the time of the construction
of the Pyramids.
Before the advent of the power age, or before the
nineteenth century, the glider would have been a
wonderful instrument for peace and war. The problem
of flying always had a great attraction, and if it had
been thought possible the problem would have been
attacked persistently, and solved hundreds or even
thousands of years ago. When finally the flying
machine was created, this great achievement was
brought about by a handful of men, working mostly
with their own hands, with extremely modest equip-
ment and expenditures- Various students of aero-
nautics and scientists of the second half of the nine-
teenth century systematically paved the way by making
flying models and collecting information; gallant
attempts with creditable results were made between
1890 and 1900 by Ader, Hiram Maxim, and a few
others. The first tangible results with gliders were
achieved by Otto Lilienthal, and, finally, the whole
brief history of earnest attempts was crowned by the
great and brilliant achievement of the Wright brothers.
While the power-driven aeroplane could not have
been produced much earlier than the twentieth century